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ABSTRACT 

This study investigated students' difficulties in communicating in 

English, particularly due to a lack of vocabulary, which often led them 

to rely on dictionaries. The research aimed to determine whether there 

was a significant difference in reading achievement between tenth-

grade students taught using the Power of Two Strategy and those 

taught with conventional methods at Vocational High School of 

Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang. A true experimental design was 

employed, with a sample of 35 students selected through cluster 

random sampling. Data were collected using pre-tests and post-tests, 

then analyzed using an independent t-test. The experimental group's 

average pre-test score was 60, while their post-test score increased to 

85. The t-obtained value (5.43) was higher than the t-table value 

(2.042) at a significance level of 0.05, leading to the rejection of the 

null hypothesis (Ho) and acceptance of the alternative hypothesis 

(Ha). These findings indicate a significant improvement in students' 

reading comprehension when taught using the Power of Two Strategy 

compared to conventional methods. 

__________________________  

Keywords: Teaching, Reading, Narrative Texts, and The Power of 

Two Strategies 

1. INTRODUCTION  

In learning and teaching English, 

students are required to develop four key skills: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. One 

of the essential skills is reading, as it enables 

students to acquire knowledge and access 

information. Reading serves as a gateway to 

understanding the world and expanding 

students' knowledge. According to Rahma 

(2019; Kit et al., 2024; Zhachenkov et al., 

2013), reading plays a crucial role in all areas 

of study, as it allows learners to gain a vast 

amount of information. Similarly, Patel & Jain 

(2008) emphasize that reading is a fundamental 

skill, even more essential than speaking and 

writing. 

To facilitate reading comprehension, 

teachers can apply various strategies to help 

students understand texts more effectively. As 

Apriani (2023), Kholisoh & Linggar Bharati 

(2021) and Sujariati et al. (2016) states, a 

teaching strategy is an action taken by 

educators to achieve specific learning 

objectives. Strategies provide a structured 

approach to instruction and guide students 

toward better comprehension. 

However, students often face several 

challenges in reading, such as limited 

vocabulary, which affects their ability to 

understand texts. Vocabulary is a crucial 

element of language acquisition, and without 

sufficient word knowledge, students may 
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struggle with comprehension. Additionally, 

grammatical difficulties often hinder students' 

ability to interpret texts, as complex sentence 

structures can be challenging to grasp. Another 

issue is the lack of motivation, where students 

show little interest in reading. 

Teachers typically use basic methods, 

such as asking students to read aloud and 

answer textbook questions or simply 

explaining the material without engaging 

students actively. To address these issues, 

teachers must implement appropriate strategies 

to encourage students' reading development, 

such as group work, question-answer 

relationships, and small group discussions. 

Effective reading instruction requires teachers 

to guide students toward becoming 

independent and proficient readers. Innovative 

educators integrate multiple strategies tailored 

to students' needs and learning styles, ensuring 

a more engaging and effective reading 

experience. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Reading is a fundamental skill that 

students must master, as it plays a crucial role 

in academic success and lifelong learning. It 

enhances critical thinking, creativity, and 

intellectual growth, making it an essential 

skill, especially for learners of English as a 

foreign language. 

Reading is a process that involves 

decoding, interpreting, and understanding 

written material. Various experts define 

reading differently due to its complexity. 

According to Batu (2021), reading is the 

ability to extract meaning from written text 

and interpret it accurately, implying that 

comprehension is an essential part of reading. 

Similarly, Firda N. I. (2023) describes 

reading as a fluent process where readers 

integrate textual information with their prior 

knowledge to construct meaning. 

A reader’s background knowledge is a 

key factor in deriving meaning from a text. 

Many scholars argue that reading is an 

interaction between the reader and the text, 

involving the comprehension of written 

content through the integration of existing 

knowledge. Based on these perspectives, 

reading can be defined as a process of 

constructing meaning by combining textual 

information with prior understanding. 

Muqowin (2020), Keeley et al. (2019), 

Darmawan & Pujiastuti (2023) and Pastor & 

Skorczynska (2015) explains that the Power 

of Two strategy is a collaborative learning 

technique that fosters active participation. 

This strategy encourages students to be less 

dependent on the teacher, enhances their 

confidence in independent thinking, allows 

them to gather information from various 

sources, and promotes peer learning. It also 

helps students develop verbal expression, 

compare ideas, work effectively with others, 

recognize their limitations, and improve both 

academic and social skills. 

According to Perfetti (2007), reading 

skill refers to an individual's ability to 

perform various reading tasks, while 

Bonjovic (2017) defines it as a cognitive 

ability that enables interaction with written 

content. Reading skills involve multiple 

aspects, such as identifying word meanings, 

making inferences, understanding the author's 

techniques, recognizing the tone of a passage, 

answering comprehension questions, and 

summarizing the main ideas of a text. 

Besides, Grebe states reading skills are as 

takes after. 

1) Programmed acknowledgment skills. 

2) Lexicon and basic information. 

3) Formal talk structure information. 

4) Content/world foundation information. 

5) Blend and assessment skills/strategies. 

6) Metacognitive information and skills 

observing. 

Reading Comprehension. Reading 

moreover related with. Comprehension is 

objective of reading (Arrasul et al., 2023;  

Gough & Tunmer, 1986). (Prado and 

Plourde, 2017) states comprehension may be 

a handle that includes considering, teaching, 

past encounters, and information. It implies 

that the foundation information of reader 

grant impact for reader comprehension. 

Agreeing (Graham and Bellert, 2019) that 

reading comprehension is imperative life 

skill, since it has given numerous benefits 

from complex prepare extraordinarily 

building meaning from text. It implies that 

handle in reading comprehension is 

exceptionally complex but the students ought 

to be mastering in reading comprehension for 

fruitful in life. Other hand, Nuttal as cited in 

(Mc Donough and Shaw, 2019) that reading 

comprehension is far more than mechanical 

of recognizing dialect images – in truth it is 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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exchange of knead from author to reader It 

implies that reading comprehension may be 

an accomplished the readers‟ effectively 

extricates the reader movement counting an 

assortment of concurrent handle. Reading 

comprehension is the method of building an 

association between what the reader knows 

and what the reader doesn't knows, between 

the modern or ancient. Comprehension can 

move forward by teaching students to assess 

their comprehension employing a survey.  

It implies that the readers are dynamic 

in constructing meaning through the method 

of coordination this information with what 

they as of now know and answer question. 

Based on the definition over, the author can 

be concluded that reading comprehension is 

characterized as prepare of extricating and 

developing meaning through interaction 

between the reader and content and 

accomplishes when a peruser effective 

extricate the valuable information from a text 

and develop in into a unused understanding.  

Purpose of Reading. There are a few 

purposes of reading for the reader. A 

Presentation the Hone of English Dialect 

Teaching states Reading is important for 

other purposes as well any presentation to 

English (given understudies get it more and 

less) may be an awesome thing for tongue 

understudies. At exceptionally slightest, a 

few of dialect sticks in their minds as portion 

of process of dialect procurement and in the 

event that the perusing content is particularly 

curiously and locks in, Streams and Temperly 

as cited in Nunan (2005) recommend that 

there are seven groundwork purposes for 

reading as takes after: 

1) To urge information for a few purposes or 

since we are inquisitive almost a few 

themes. 

2) To get instruction on how to perform our 

work or lifestyle (e.g. knowing how an 

appliance works). 

3) To act in a play, play an amusement, do 

perplex. 

4) To get it trade letters or to keep in touch 

with friends by correspondence. 

5) To tell when and where something will 

take place or what is accessible. 

6) To get it what is happening or has 

happened (as detailed in daily paper, 

magazine, reports) 

7) To fervour or satisfaction. 

 

Whereas, according to (Grabe and 

Stoller, 2019) include reason of reading is 

clarified as takes after: 

1) Reading to discover out basic information 

and skim. 

2) Reading to think about from texts. 

3) Reading to coordinated data, type in, and 

critical texts. 

4) Reading for common comprehension. 

Type reading. According to (Brown i. I., 

2020) there are four sorts of reading execution 

that have distinguished and as organizers of 

different evaluation task. They are perceptive, 

selective, interactive, and extensive. 

Perceptive reading may well be an 

errand which taking note the letters, words, 

accentuation, vocabulary, and other graphemic 

pictures to actuate the meaning. So, in this case 

students read by deciphering one by one 

lexicon or it called bottom-up handling. 

Selective reading is to discover out one's 

reading affirmation of lexical, syntactic, or 

conversation highlights of dialect. Some of 

commonplace assignments are served such as 

numerous choices, true/false, coordinating, 

picture-cued, etc. So, in this case understudies 

do not look at all the substance. They 

examined because it was the crucial 

information. Combining bottom-up and top-

down handling are connected in this reading 

content. 

Interactive reading may be a prepare of 

arranging the meaning, the peruser brings to 

the content a set of schemata for understanding 

it and takes the thing of that interaction. So, in 

this case students read a few passages when the 

students ought to associated with the text by 

actuating the schemata or earlier information in 

arrange, they get the meaning. It centres on 

interaction the students and the text itself. 

Extensive reading could be a prepare 

when the reader read and discuss some books, 

articles, expositions, specialized report, brief 

stories, and anything that include a text more 

than one page. The purposes of assessment 

more frequently than not are to tap into a 

learner around the world understanding soft a 

content. So, in this case the students read more 

one page of text to induce understanding an 

entire of text by utilizing their earlier 

knowledge or schemata. It centres on utilizing 

top-down handling since they read more than 

one page. 

Process of Teaching Reading. Teaching 

reading does not just make students to read and 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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it stops there. As a complex ability, reading 

needs extraordinary attention. In teaching 

reading, teacher plays critical part in 

empowering students to include in more 

reading exercises. Concurring (Brown i. I., 

2023), there are a few steps to total reading 

activities: Pre-reading. The primary step of 

reading needs the teacher to begin the class 

productively and enthusiastically. 

When start to teach reading, the teacher 

must to present a theme appropriately, 

empowering scanning, skimming, predicting, 

and activating schemata. Within the starting 

step, teachers moreover can actuate students' 

information so they can relate their information 

to a content. At final, this step gives the 

teachers chance to brainstorm and persuade 

their students. 

While reading. The second step is the 

most of reading. The teacher is anticipated to 

be able to supply clear headings on this main 

activity. One of the headings is to supply clear 

purposes when reading a text instead of 

students fair requesting to read. Besides, the 

teacher is demonstrating, directing, and 

making great hone in reading activities. 

Post-reading. The teacher cannot fair 

skip this step. At that point, they can do the 

closing action by giving a five-minute work 

out on students' reading comprehension such 

as comprehension questions. Any other 

exercises are the teacher can recap primary 

point, lexicon consider, distinguish the writer's 

reason, examine the writer's line of thinking, 

check syntactic structures, or lead students to a 

few works out. This step moreover permits the 

teacher to provide feedback and reflection to 

students almost learning reading result and do 

the survey of any mistakes. 

In conclusion, reading activities 

separated into three stages, such as pre-reading, 

whereas reading, and post-reading. Each 

arrange has its claim particular points and 

method. Those parts moreover can execute 

within the class by teacher. 

 

3. METHODS 

In this consider, the author will utilize 

quantitative research of the consider. Agreeing 

to (Ahmad, 2019) Quantitative research could 

be a shape of research that depends on the 

strategies of common sciences, which produces 

numerical information and difficult truths. It 

points at building up cause and impact 

relationship between two factors by utilizing 

scientific, computational and factual methods. 

Based on the explanation above, the 

researcher concludes that quantitative research 

is a systematic investigation aimed at 

understanding various phenomena experienced 

by research subjects, including behavior, 

perceptions, motivations, and actions. This is 

done comprehensively through descriptions in 

words and language, within a specific natural 

setting, and by utilizing various research 

methods (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001). 

The instrument used in this study was a 

written test, which served as a tool to assist 

researchers in data collection, ensuring more 

accurate, complete, and systematic results that 

are easier to analyze. In this study, tests were 

employed as a means of assessment. A test 

consists of a series of questions designed to 

evaluate the performance or abilities of 

individuals or groups. Data collection was 

conducted using tests, where the researcher 

administered both a pre-test and a post-test. 

These assessments aimed to measure students' 

progress in reading skills after applying the 

Power of Two strategy. 

Table 1. Pretest and Post-test 

Pre-test Treatment Post-test 

O1 X O2 

 

Notes: 

O1= Pre-Test  

X = Treatment 

O2 = Post-Test  (Emzir, 2022) 

Calculation the mean of the students answered 

by using formula: 

 

 
 

Where:  

 = Mean core 

∑  = The raw of all score 

N = The number of subjects  

 

The percentage of increasing achievement used 

the following formula: X2-X1 

 

P = 
     

  
   

 

Where: 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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P = Percentage 

X2 = Average score of Post-test 

X1 = Average score of Pre-test  
 

Table 2. Sample 

 

No Class Students 

I X.D 35 

Total 35 

Source: SMA Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang 2024/2025. 

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSION 

The pre-test was conducted to assess 

students' initial reading skills before 

implementing the Power of Two strategy. 

This test aimed to measure their 

comprehension abilities and establish a 

baseline for comparison with the post-test 

results. The scores obtained by students 

varied, reflecting different levels of 

reading proficiency. The following table 

presents the distribution of students' pre-

test scores, including frequency, 

percentage, valid percentage, and 

cumulative percentage. 

 

Table 3. The Result of Pre-test 

Pretest Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

35.00 4 12.9 12.9 12.9 
40.00 3 9.7 9.7 22.6 
45.00 4 12.9 12.9 35.5 
50.00 1 3.2 3.2 38.7 
55.00 3 9.7 9.7 48.4 
60.00 2 6.5 6.5 54.8 
65.00 3 6.5 6.5 61.3 
70.00 7 19.4 19.4 80.6 
75.00 3 9.7 9.7 90.3 
80.00 3 3.2 3.2 93.5 
85.00 2 6.5 6.5 100 

Total 35 100 100  

 

The pre-test was managed in arrange to 

know students‟ Reading comprehension some 

time recently the treatments given. It can be 

seen from the pre-test score of students‟ 

reading comprehension within the exploratory 

class and control class. After the information 

were analysed, the result appeared that the 

cruel score of the pretest within the control 

class was 58.06. The highest score was 85.00 

and the lowest was 35.00. The middle Score 

was 60.00 in completing the test. 

 

Table 4. The Result of Posttest 

Post test Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

40.00 6 16.8 16.8 16.8 

55.00 2 5.6 5.6 5.6 

60.00 1 2.8 2.8 2.8 

70.00 1 2.8 2.8 2.8 

75.00 3 8.4 8.4 8.4 

80.00 2 5.6 5.6 5.6 

85.00 9 25.3 25.3 25.3 

95.00 9 25.3 25.3 25.3 

100.00 2 5.6 5.6 5.6 

Total 35 100 100 100 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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The post-test was administered to assess 

students' reading comprehension after the 

implementation of the Power of Two Strategy. 

The pre-test scores of students in the 

experimental class were analyzed, revealing an 

average score of 81.61. The highest score 

recorded was 95.00, while the lowest was 

60.00. The median score stood at 85.00, 

indicating overall improvement in reading 

comprehension. This finding aligns with Slavin 

(2009), who emphasized that cooperative 

learning strategies, such as the Power of Two 

Strategy, enhance student engagement and 

comprehension. 

This study commenced in October 2024 

and was carried out in two phases, 

incorporating both a pre-test and a post-test. To 

evaluate the impact of the Power of Two 

Strategy, the researcher analyzed various 

aspects, including students' progress before 

and after receiving the intervention, differences 

between pre-test and post-test scores, and 

variations in learning environments when 

using this strategy in teaching reading 

comprehension. The study specifically focused 

on 10th-grade students at Muhammadiyah 6 

Palembang. According to Cortázar et al. (2021), 

collaborative strategies encourage active 

learning and critical thinking, which are 

essential in reading comprehension. 

The test instrument consisted of 15 

items, both for the pre-test and post-test. The 

selection of test items was based on their 

validity and reliability to ensure accurate 

measurement. The researcher conducted trials 

before finalizing the test and administered it to 

both the experimental and control groups as 

part of the study. As Brown (2004) and Oe et 

al. (2022) suggests, well-structured 

assessments in language learning contribute to 

more reliable and meaningful measurement of 

students’ comprehension progress. 

The discussion highlights the 

effectiveness of the Power of Two Strategy in 

enhancing students' reading comprehension 

skills. After implementing this strategy, 

students found learning English more engaging 

and enjoyable. Their reading abilities improved 

significantly with each session, as they became 

more confident in exploring and identifying 

key ideas within English texts without fear of 

making mistakes. This is in line with Vygotsky 

(1978) theory of social constructivism, which 

suggests that learning is more effective when 

students collaborate and support each other in 

knowledge construction. 

The findings indicate that students 

taught using the Power of Two Strategy 

demonstrated notable progress in their reading 

comprehension skills. The active learning 

process required students to engage deeply 

with the material and relate it to their own 

experiences. Prior to implementing this 

strategy, students' comprehension of reading 

materials was relatively low, as reflected in 

their pre-test scores. However, after its 

application, their comprehension levels 

increased significantly. The comparison of test 

results showed a substantial improvement, with 

the experimental group's mean pre-test score at 

58.06, which rose to 81.61 in the post-test. 

This indicates that the most significant 

progress occurred within the experimental 

group, confirming the effectiveness of the 

Power of Two Strategy in fostering reading 

comprehension skills. This supports the 

findings of Ehsan et al. (2019) and Lesiana et 

al. (2023), who argues that cooperative 

learning structures improve students' ability to 

process and retain information. 

During the preparation process for 

teaching reading, the Power of Two Strategy 

was put into practice. Students became more 

engaged in reading lessons, making English 

texts easier to comprehend. According to 

Grabe & Stoller (2019), effective reading 

strategies help learners process information 

more efficiently by focusing on key reading 

comprehension skills such as inference, 

identifying main ideas, and recognizing 

supporting details. Although reading 

comprehension aspects such as inferencing and 

identifying key details were effectively 

facilitated by the Power of Two Strategy, other 

elements such as syntactic structures and 

vocabulary acquisition were also supported 

through think-aloud strategies (Pressley & 

Afflerbach, 2012). 

While applying the Power of Two 

Strategy to reading comprehension, the 

researcher encountered several challenges. 

Firstly, many students struggled with English 

communication and often hesitated due to 

confusion. Since their vocabulary was limited, 

they frequently relied on dictionaries to find 

word meanings. However, after applying the 

Power of Two Strategy, students were able to 

understand the material more effectively. This 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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is consistent with Sherine et al. (2020), who 

highlights the importance of interaction in 

language learning, where students negotiate 

meaning and develop deeper comprehension 

through collaborative discussions. The strategy 

encouraged students to reflect on their learning 

and share their thoughts with the teacher, 

reinforcing their understanding through peer 

discussions and teacher facilitation. 

Overall, the teaching and learning process 

proceeded smoothly, with students actively 

participating throughout the three intervention 

sessions. Based on data analysis and 

hypothesis testing, the results obtained through 

SPSS version 16 confirmed that the null 

hypothesis (𝐻𝑜) was rejected and the 

alternative hypothesis (𝐻𝑎) was accepted. This 

finding is supported by Slavin (2006), who 

emphasizes that cooperative learning strategies 

improve student achievement in reading 

comprehension. The results indicate that 

students' reading comprehension scores can be 

significantly improved by implementing the 

Power of Two Strategy in teaching descriptive 

texts.  

 

5. CONCLUSION 

The results indicate that applying the 

Power of Two Strategy significantly improved 

students' reading comprehension. The post-test 

scores showed a higher mean in the 

experimental group (81.61) compared to the 

control group (77.74). The independent test 

results (sig. 2-tailed = 0.040) confirmed that 

the null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected, and the 

alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted, as 

the significance level was below 0.05. This 

suggests that the strategy had a positive impact 

on students' reading comprehension. 

The findings highlight that the Power of 

Two Strategy is an effective method for 

enhancing reading comprehension among 

10th-grade students at Muhammadiyah 6 

Palembang. The interactive nature of this 

strategy made learning more engaging, helping 

students better understand English texts. 

Additionally, it motivated students to actively 

participate in the learning process, making 

reading comprehension more accessible. 

For educators, it is recommended to 

integrate the Power of Two Strategy into 

reading instruction, as it promotes 

collaboration and improves comprehension. 

Students are encouraged to adopt this strategy 

as a useful approach to understanding different 

types of texts. Future research could explore its 

application in different educational contexts 

and subjects to further evaluate its 

effectiveness in improving learning outcomes.   
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