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ABSTRACT 

This research investigates the directive illocutionary speech acts found in Kitab 

Bahrul Adab, aiming to reveal the underlying mechanisms of effective 

communication within classical texts. Employing a qualitative approach, the study 

yields descriptive insights into both explicit and implicit forms of directives 

namely commands, requests, invitations, advice, criticism, and prohibitions. A total 

of fifty directive illocutionary acts are identified and categorized based on their 

communicative functions, including commanding, advising, insinuating, and 

threatening. The findings illuminate the pivotal role of directive speech acts in 

everyday interactions, while also reflecting the embedded moral and sociocultural 

dimensions inherent in this classical literary work. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Language is an integral aspect of human 

existence, permeating all forms of human 

activity as a tool for communication, a medium 

for self-expression, and a bridge that connects 

speakers with their interlocutors to foster mutual 

understanding (Chaer, 2014; Riska, 2023) . 

Language is not present randomly, but follows a 

systematic pattern that has been inherent since 

the beginning of human life (Ningrum & 

Tazqiyah, 2024) . In the realm of linguistics, 

one of the important studies is pragmatics, 

which is the study of language use according to 

context and efforts to explore the intent and 

purpose behind an utterance (Yule in Nisak & 

Ariyanti, 2021; Setiawati & Arista, 2018) . One 

of the main concepts in pragmatics is speech 

acts, which are understood as actions taken by 

speakers through utterances and can influence 

speech partners in behaving or responding 

according to the speaker's intention (Searle in 

Arvelia et al., 2022; Putriyani et al., 2025). The 

speech act itself is divided into locution, 

illocution, and perlocution, each of which plays 

a role in conveying, containing intent, and 

causing influence on speech partners (Faroh & 

Utomo, 2020; Jaya et al., 2025). In more detail, 

Searle classifies the functions of speech acts 

into assertive, directive, commissive, 

expressive, and declarative (Ariwibowo & 

Yuliastuti, 2021), where directive speech acts 

demand certain responses or actions from 

speech partners such as requests, orders, and 

invitations (Marni, 2021; Saputri & Rahmawati, 

2020). Not only found in daily interactions, 

various forms of speech acts are also found in 

written works such as novels, books, or orally 

such as in films, podcasts, or lectures, one of 

which is in the Kitab Bahrul Adab by Lafif Min 

Al-Asatidzah which not only conveys moral 

values, but also shapes the behavior of its 

readers through illocutionary speech acts in 

fable stories that instill life ethics. 

There are many speech acts in the book of 

Bahrul Adab, one of which is directive 

illocutionary speech acts, for example as in the 

following: 

 مَهْلاً حتى أكافئكَ عَلَى ىَدِيَّتِكَ؛ 
"Wait until I repay you for your gift." 

(Miradz, 2022) 
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The utterance " مَهْلًا حتى أكافئكَ عَلَى
 ,when analyzed for its speech act ,"ىَدِيَّتِكَ 

holds a depth of meaning at the level of 

locution, illocution, and perlocution, and 

alludes to the intertwined aspects of 

direct- indirect, literal and non-literal 

speech. In terms of locution, textually 

and literally, the prince asks his speech 

partner, the second farmer, to wait until 

he returns the gift given to him. The form 

of language used is clearly an imperative 

sentence, emphasizing that structurally, 

this speech is a direct speech whose 

meaning is easily understood on the 

surface for the speech partner. However, 

behind the simple speech, the illocution 

is much broader. Here, the prince uses 

the request to wait not only as an 

instruction for the second farmer to be 

patient, but also insinuates the motive for 

the farmer's gift-giving, which is 

apparently motivated by the hope of 

reward, not sincerity. With this speech, 

the prince tried to remind, even advise, 

against greed and emphasized that 

benevolence should be based on sincerity, 

not the desire to get more in return. This 

speech illustrates the main characteristics 

of directive speech acts that are both 

instructional and moralistic in nature-the 

speaker, namely the prince, wants to 

influence the actions and mindset of the 

farmers as speech partners to be wiser in 

giving and able to refrain from worldly 

ambitions, something that is embedded in 

the culture of society. Furthermore, in the 

scope of perlocution, the effect of the 

utterance is clearly seen in the emotional 

response of the second farmer: he feels 

happy and expects to get a bigger reward, 

unfortunately his expectations are not 

fulfilled when the prince only gives him a 

simple gift; in the end, the perlocutionary 

effect that emerges is disappointment and 

regret for his greed, which becomes the 

turning point of the moral message from 

the prince. If examined further, this 

speech is classified as indirect and non-

literal, because beyond the explicit 

message, there is a hidden meaning in the 

form of a warning and moral lesson-what 

is said literally supports a deeper 

illocutionary intention and relies on 

understanding the context, both social 

relations, the prince's authority, and the 

prevailing norms. 

Building upon these initial 

observations, the researcher is motivated 

to undertake an in-depth investigation of 

the speech acts embedded within Kitab 

Bahrul Adab through the lens of 

pragmatic analysis. Consequently, this 

study concentrates specifically on the 

directive illocutionary speech acts found 

in the text, with two primary sub-focuses: 

(1) identifying the various forms of 

directive illocutionary speech acts present 

in Kitab Bahrul Adab, and (2) analyzing 

the communicative functions these 

directive acts serve within the context of 

the work. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Pragmatics 

Pragmatics is a branch of linguistics 

that studies the meaning of language in 

the context of speech situations. 

Phonology, morphology, and syntax 

study the internal aspects of language, 

while semantics and pragmatics examine 

the meaning (Blitvich & Sifianou, 2019). 

Nasarudin et al. (2024) distinguishes 

semantics focusing on the internal 

meaning of language units, while 

pragmatics examines meaning from the 

external side by paying attention to 

context. Leech (2016) states pragmatics 

as the study of meaning related to word 

situations. Yule adds that pragmatics is 

the study of the meaning of language 

spoken and interpreted (Yule, 2016). 

Levinson (in Saifudin, 2018) defines it as 

the study of the relationship between 

language and context speakers must 

relate speech to the appropriate context, 

called speech situation. 

 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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2.2 Speech Actions 

Speech act is a study in pragmatics 

that recognizes the theory of speech act, 

introduced by Austin in 1956, which 

states that communication involves 

actions through speech, not just words 

(Austin, 2016). Lesiana et al. (2023) 

developed this theory emphasizing 

communication is "the performance of 

speech acts". George Yule (2010) 

explains speech acts as actions realized 

through speech. Austin (2016) also 

emphasizes that in speech acts speakers 

"say" as well as "do something". Leech 

(in Hasanah et al., 2025) adds that speech 

acts must consider five aspects of the 

speech situation: speakers and speech 

partners, context, purpose, speech acts, 

and speech. 

 

2.3 Types of Speech Acts 

According to Searle (2019), speech 

acts are divided into: 

1) Locution, Illocution, and 

Perlocution. 

Locutionary speech act is the act of 

expressing information with literal 

meaning only (Chaer, 2014 ; Yusuf et al., 

2018). Also called the act of saying 

something. 

Illocutionary speech acts are related 

to the purpose and function of speech, for 

example apologizing, praising, 

insinuating (Natasya, 2024). According 

to Austin (2016), contains the speaker's 

responsibility to do something according 

to the content of the speech. Yule (2016) 

mentions illocution as the act of doing 

something. Bach (2017) adds that 

illocution includes actions such as 

promising, commanding, requesting, 

threatening. Illocutionary acts are 

influenced by factors such as the speaker, 

the partner, and the exchange situation. 

Searle (2019) divides illocution into five 

types: 

a) Assertive; stating and reporting 

the truth. 

b) Directive; commanding, 

requesting, and ordering. 

c) Commissive; promising and 

offering. 

d) Expressive; thanking and 

criticizing. 

e) Declarative; changing the status 

of something. 

Perlocutionary speech acts are speech 

acts that cause influence or effect on 

speech partners after receiving the speech 

(Meliyawati et al., 2023) . 

2) Direct and Indirect Speech Acts 

Direct speech acts are in accordance 

with the sentence mode, namely 

declarative (news), interrogative 

(question), and imperative (command) 

(Ningsi et al., 2023) . While indirect 

speech acts are different in meaning from 

the sentence mode and aim to make 

speech partners do something according 

to the speaker's intention (Rofiq, 2015) . 

3) Literal and Non-Literal Speech Acts 

Literal speech acts are speech acts 

whose meaning is the same as the 

meaning of the words that compose them 

(Wijana, 1996) . While non-literal speech 

acts are speech acts whose meaning is not 

the same or rather opposite to the 

meaning of the words that compose it 

(Putrayasa, 2014) . 

 

2.4 Directive Illocutionary Speech Acts 

Directive illocutionary speech acts 

are speech acts that aim to make speech 

partners do something according to the 

wishes of the speaker (Sagita & Setiawan, 

2019) . Leech (in Astika, 2023) and Yule 

(2016) agree that directive speech acts 

are requests for partners to take action 

according to the speaker's intention. This 

action serves to encourage the affected 

partner to do the speaker's purpose. 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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2.5 Forms of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts 

Classifies into six forms: 

1. Command; telling the partner to do 

something, usually from a party with 

a higher position (Fitra Hasnita, 

2022; Islamiati et al., 2020) . 

2. Request; begging or hoping the 

partner to do something 

(Rachmawati, 2023) . 

3. Invitation; inviting the partner 

together to do something (Amri, 

2024; Zena, 2022) . 

4. Prohibition; forbid the partner to do 

something (Oktapioni, n.d.) . 

5. Criticism; giving a warning or 

feedback on the partner's actions 

(Atriana, 2024) . 

6. Advice; giving instructions or 

lessons for the partner to do 

something (Prafita et al., 2025; 

Rahima & Yulisah, 2023) . 

 

2.6 Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts 

According to Searle (2019), the 

function of each form of directive speech 

act is as follows: 

1. Command Form, its function is to 

command, order, require, and 

force. 

2. Request form, its function is to 

ask, expect, plead, offer, and 

question. 

3. Invitation form, its function is to 

invite. 

4. Prohibition form, its function is to 

prohibit and prevent. 

5. Criticism form, its function is to 

reprimand, insinuate, swear, 

threaten. 

6. Advice form, its function is to 

advise, suggest, call out, and 

remind. 

 
3. METHODS 

This research uses qualitative method 

with descriptive approach which aims to 

understand the directive illocutionary 

speech acts in Kitab Bahrul Adab 

thoroughly. The data analyzed are 

directive speech acts in the book, which 

are collected by reading the whole text 

carefully and repeatedly, then marking 

and recording relevant sentences. The 

data collection process used the method 

of listening and noting, which focused on 

capturing word by word in written form. 

Furthermore, the data was analyzed using 

the pragmatic pairing method, which 

connects the meaning of the utterance 

with the speech partner's response to 

identify the function and intention behind 

the utterance in the social and cultural 

context. This analysis includes 

identifying aspects of locution (literal 

meaning), illocution (speech intention), 

perlocution (effect on the listener), as 

well as distinguishing direct or indirect, 

and literal or non-literal speech. After the 

data is classified and analyzed based on 

these categories, the researcher makes a 

detailed description of how directive 

illocutionary speech acts play a role in 

conveying moral messages and social 

norms in the book. This method enables 

systematic research to capture the depth 

of meaning of language in classical 

literary works while describing the 

interaction relationship between speakers 

and speech partners in their cultural 

context. 

  

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Based on the results of the analysis 

that has been done by researchers in the 

book of Bahrul Adab, it is obtained 6 

forms of directive illocutionary speech 

acts in this study are the form of orders, 

requests, invitations, advice, criticism, 

and prohibitions and 10 functions of 

directive illocutionary speech acts in this 

study are the functions of commanding, 

ordering, instructing, asking, expecting, 

inviting, advising, insinuating, 

threatening, and angry. The details of the 

research discussion of the form and 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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function of illocutionary speech acts are 

as follows. 

 

4.1 Forms of Directive Illocutionary 

Speech Acts in the Book of Bahrul 

Adab 

The form of directive illocutionary 

speech acts contained in the book of 

Bahrul Adab consists of six forms, 

namely, the form of orders, requests, 

invitations, advice, criticism, and 

prohibitions. 

a. Command 

From the analysis, there are fifteen 

speech data in the form of orders. Here is 

one example of data in the form of orders 

in the form of directive illocutionary 

speech acts with data number twelve. 

 ىَلُمَّ إِلََ دَرْسِكَ ، فاحفظو
"Let's go back to your lesson, memorize 

it right now!" 

 The context of this speech occurs 

in the house, precisely in the study room 

of the little boy who will later become the 

King of England. The initial atmosphere 

is tense because the child feels bored and 

rebels against the lesson. In this 

conversation, the people involved are the 

child, the nanny, and the father who 

communicate directly with alternating 

tones of voice, from loud and tense when 

the child rebels, to serious and firm when 

the nanny and father provide discipline so 

that the child wants to learn. The 

utterance "ًفبحفظ" literally and 

locutionarily means "Memorize it," 

which is a direct order from the caregiver 

for the child to memorize the subject 

matter. Illocutionarily, this order 

functions to emphasize the child's 

obligation to study seriously. 

Perlocutionally, it is expected that 

children feel encouraged or forced to 

obey the order and start focusing on 

memorizing. This utterance is literal, the 

meaning is according to the words 

spoken, and it is a direct speech act 

because it is conveyed clearly without 

any implied meaning. Thus, this speech 

act is a directive illocutionary speech act 

in the form of an order that aims to instill 

learning discipline in children.  

b. Request 

 From the analysis, there are four 

speech act data in the form of request. 

Here is one example of directive 

illocutionary speech act data in the form 

of request contained in data number 

twenty-three. 

شْتَكَى 
ُ

دَائدِِ كلها, يََ مَنْ إلِيَوِ الم يََ مَنْ يرُجى فِ الشَّ
قَ رْعي لبابك حيلة, فَ لَيِْْ وَالْمَفْزعَُ, مالي سوى 

 رُدِدْتُ فأََيَّ بََبٍ أقَْ رعَُ 
"O G-d who is expected in all difficulties; 

O G-d who is a place of complaint and a 

refuge; I have no way but to knock on 

Your door; If I do not get a reply, which 

other door should I knock on?" 

 The context of this speech takes 

place on the road to the countryside, 

under a tree where a merchant's son is 

crying because he has lost the money he 

is responsible for. The child 

communicates directly with a passing 

emir, in an atmosphere of sadness, hope, 

and honesty, with the aim of helping and 

testing the child's honesty while teaching 

moral values. This utterance locutionarily 

means a prayerful appeal to God, "O G-d 

who is expected in trouble...", which 

illocutionarily functions as a request for 

God to help. It expresses total 

dependence on God. Perlocutionarily, the 

speech creates an impression of sincerity 

and empathy from the listener. This 

speech is non-literal because it uses the 

metaphor "knocking on God's door" and 

is a direct speech act, because it is 

delivered explicitly as a prayer. Thus, this 

speech act is a directive illocutionary 

speech act in the form of a request that 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2


 

 

1195 Ratu Anti Salimah
1
, Rohanda

2
, Siti Muslikah

3
 

Vol 8, No 2 (2025): ESTEEM 

DIRECTIVE ILLOCUTIONARY SPEECH ACTS IN THE BOOK 

OF BAHRUL ADAB (PRAGMATICS STUDY) 

 

aims to expect ease and divine help in 

difficulties. 

c. Invitation 

From the analysis, there are eight 

speech data in the form of invitation. 

Here is one example of data in the form 

of invitation in directive illocutionary 

speech acts with data number eleven. 

 ىَلُمَّ إِلََ دَرْسِكَ ، فاحفظو
"Let's go back to your lesson, memorize 

it right now!" 

 The context of this speech takes 

place in a study room in the home of a 

child who would later become the King 

of England, with a tense atmosphere due 

to the child's boredom and rebellion 

against learning. The direct interaction 

takes place between the child, the nann   

                                           

                                           

                                   

                                   

إِىَى دسَْسِلَ ، فبحفظً                    locutionally 

means "Come to your lesson, memorize 

it," containing an invitation and order 

from the caregiver for the child to study 

seriously. Illocutionarily, this speech 

encourages children to stop being lazy 

and focus on memorizing, while 

perlocutionarily it is expected that 

children are encouraged to return to 

learning with full awareness. The speech 

is literal and direct because the meaning 

is in accordance with the words and is 

spoken explicitly by the caregiver. Thus, 

this speech act is a directive illocutionary 

speech act in the form of an invitation 

that functions to invite children to 

immediately follow learning orders. 

d. Advice 

From the analysis, there are 

thirteen speech data in the form of advice. 

Here is one example of data in the form 

of advice in directive illocutionary 

speech acts with data number two. 

يَ أولادي، يَ منتهى مرادي إِنِّ أرََدْتُ 
نُصحَكُمْ فأََحْضِرُوا عِصِيَّكُمْ مربوطة بعضها تَ وَصَّلًا 

 لقَِبْضِها
"My children, my children, I want to 

advise you, so bring your sticks that have 

been tied together to pick them up." 

 The context of this speech takes 

place at home in a family environment 

when a father gives advice and 

instructions directly to his children with 

affectionate expressions such as "ا  ي
 The speaker invites the children ."أَلادي

to bring sticks tied together as a symbol 

of unity and strength together. 

Locutionally, the sentence means a 

request to bring a tied stick. 

Illocutionarily, the speech functions as 

advice and invitation to understand the 

value of togetherness and solidarity. 

Perlocutionally, the children are expected 

to be motivated and aware of the 

importance of unity through concrete 

actions. This speech is literal and direct 

because it means what it says and is 

delivered explicitly by the father. Thus, it 

is a directive illocutionary speech act in 

the form of advice that emphasizes 

strengthening family ties and moral 

values. 

e. Criticism 

From the analysis, there are seven 

speech acts in the form of criticism. Here 

is one example of data in the form of 

criticism in directive illocutionary speech 

acts with data number one. 

 مَهْلاً حتى أكافئكَ عَلَى ىَدِيَّتِكَ 
"Wait until I repay you for your gift." 

 The context of this speech takes 

place in the palace of an emir who cares 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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about agriculture, with a formal 

interaction between the prince and two 

farmers who gave gifts. The prince 

praises the farmer who gave a modest gift 

and is cautious of the farmer who gave a 

large gift in the hope of a large return, 

reflecting the social norm of sincerity in 

giving. The utterance  َلاً حتى أمبفئلَ عَيى ٍْ مَ

ٌَذٌَِّتلََ  locutionally means "Be patient so I 

can give you a gift," which illocutionarily 

functions as a subtle insinuation and 

warning against the greed of the gift 

giver. It means holding back the hope of 

a big reward and criticizing the greedy 

motive. Perlocutionarily, it raises 

expectations followed by disappointment 

because the reward may not be as 

expected. The speech is direct and literal, 

delivered explicitly without complex 

allusions, including directive 

illocutionary speech acts in the form of 

criticism that satirize greed by giving 

false hopes as well as moral warnings. 

f. Prohibition 

From the analysis, there are three 

data of speech acts in the form of 

prohibition. Here is one example of 

prohibition form data in directive 

illocutionary speech acts with data 

number six. 

تَ رَ ما يحيط بو من الشوكات الحادة كأنها إبرالََْ   
"Be careful of the sharp thorns that 

surround it, like needles." 

 The context of this speech takes 

place in an educational setting when a 

student with learning difficulties 

dialogues directly with his teacher in a 

recreational area. Formal Arabic is used 

to teach the value of perseverance with 

the metaphor of fruit surro               

تشََ مب                                           

 meansٌحٍط بً مه اىشُمبث اىحبدة مأوٍب إبش 

"Don't you see the sharp thorns 

surrounding it like needles?" 

Illocutionarily, this speech functions as 

an implied prohibition to remind students 

to be careful and not be rash in facing 

learning challenges. Perlocutionarily, it 

raises awareness and reflection for 

students to be vigilant and patient. This 

speech is direct and literal because it is 

delivered explicitly by the teacher, 

including directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of prohibition which 

warns students not to rush to face 

obstacles. 

 

4.2 Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in Kitab Bahrul Adab 

The functions of directive 

illocutionary speech acts contained in the 

book of Bahrul Adab consist of ten 

functions, namely the functions of 

commanding, ordering, instructing, 

requesting, expecting, inviting, advising, 

insinuating, threatening, and getting 

angry. 

a. The Function of Directive 

Illocutionary Acts in the Form of 

Orders 

From the analysis, there are two 

speech data that function to command. 

The following is one example of the 

function of directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of commands with data 

number twelve. 

 ىَلُمَّ إِلََ دَرْسِكَ ، فاحفظو
"Let's go back to your lesson, memorize 

it right now!" 

The context of this speech takes 

place in a study room in the home of a 

child who would later become the King 

of England, with a tense atmosphere due 

to the child's boredom and rebellion 

against learning. The direct conversation 

between the child, the nanny, and the 

father takes place in a loud tone and then 

turns firm to discipline the child 

according to the norms of discipline and 

respect. The utterance فبحفظً   locutionarily 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2
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means "Memorize it," in the form of a 

direct order from the caregiver for the 

child to seriously memorize the subject 

matter. Illocutionarily, this speech 

emphasizes the obligation and 

expectation that children focus on 

learning, while perlocutionarily it is 

expected to motivate or force children to 

obey the order. The utterance is literal 

and direct because the meaning is in 

accordance with the words and is 

conveyed explicitly. Thus, this includes 

directive illocutionary speech acts in the 

form of commands that function to 

enforce learning discipline. 

From the analysis, there are 

twelve speech data that function to order. 

The following is one example of the 

function of directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of orders with data 

number thirty-one. 

لَامَة  تَسَامَحْ مَعَ مَنْ أذََاكَكَ لتَِ نَالَ السَّ
"Be forgiving to those who hurt you so 

that you can have peace." 

 The context of this utterance takes 

place in an afternoon recitation assembly, 

where a respected ustadz gives advice to 

the congregation in a serious and warm 

atmosphere, using classical Arabic to 

emphasize the importance of forgiveness 

for inner peace and social harmony. The 

utterance تسََبمَحْ مَعَ مَهْ أرَاَمَلَ ىِتىََبهَ اىسَّلَامَتِ  

locutionally means "Be forgiving to those 

who hurt you so that you can have 

peace," in the form of an imperative 

sentence inviting forgiveness. 

Illocutionarily, this speech act is a 

directive speech act that instructs or 

advises the listener to practice 

forgiveness as a form of tolerance and 

inner peace. Perlocutionarily, the speech 

encourages the listener to reduce hatred, 

gain peace, and improve social relations. 

This speech is direct and literal because 

the command sentence is explicit and the 

meaning of the words is appropriate 

without figures of speech, so it is easy to 

understand. 

 From the analysis, there is one 

speech data that functions to command. 

The following is one example of the 

function of directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of commands with data 

number twenty-six. 

يَ غُراَبُ يَ مِفْضَالُ وَجَهُكَ مَا أرَاَهُ ، أمَْ ىِلالُ . 
تصيحُ ! يطُربني غِناؤُكَ الْمَلِيحُ أوََدُّ لله ما أخلاكَ إِذْ 

 مِن فَضْلِكَ لَوْ تعَنيِّ ، عَسَى هُُُومِي أَنْ تَ زُولَ عَنيِّ 
"O crow, O noble one, your face is so 

beautiful, is it a crescent moon? By Allah, 

how beautiful is your voice when you 

sing! I would love for you to sing for me, 

may my sadness disappear because of it." 

 The context of this speech is the 

fable story under the tall tree, where the 

cunning fox praises the crow with 

exaggerated praise to lure him into 

singing so that the cheese in his mouth 

falls out. The utterance ا ي غُشَاةُ   ... 

locutionarily means beautiful 

compliments such as crescent moon and 

melodious voice. Illocutionarily, it is an 

implied directive speech act that uses 

manipulative seduction to invite the crow 

to open its beak. The intention is to cause 

arrogance so that the crow is lulled and 

does what the fox wants. Perlocutionally, 

the crow feels proud and persuaded until 

the cheese falls into the fox's hands. The 

speech is direct and non-literal because 

the compliment is metaphorical and 

hyperbole to persuade, not a literal 

expression. So, although it is a 

compliment, the main function of the 

speech is to move the crow to act 

according to the fox's intention. 

b. Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in the Form of Requests 

From the analysis, there is one 

speech data that functions to request. The 

following is one example of the function 
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of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of requests with data number 

thirty. 

 أصدقني الجواب وَلَكَ عَليَّ الفَضْلُ وَالثَّواب
"Please give me an honest answer, I will 

be very grateful and repay your 

kindness." 

 The context of this speech takes 

place in the stable between the sad pig 

and the strong horse in a casual, caring 

dialog. The utterance ىلََ   ََ أصذقىً اىجُاة 

ًَّ اىفَضْوُ  اة  عَي اىثَُّ ََ locutionally means 

"Believe in my answer, and for you my 

kindness and reward," in the form of a 

request for the interlocutor to accept and 

believe in the explanation that will be 

given. Illocutionarily, this speech act is a 

directive speech act in the form of 

request and appreciation to open the heart 

to receive advice. Perlocutionally, it 

creates respect and trust which increases 

the likelihood of the interlocutor 

following the advice. This speech act is 

literal and direct because the meaning is 

according to the words and delivered 

explicitly in the dialog. 

 From the analysis, there are three 

speech data that function to expect. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of requests with data number 

seventeen. 

عسى أن يكون ما خطر ببال أمير المؤمنيْ خيراً : 
أزََلََا إلِيَْوِ  فإنا نراه كأنو يشكر الله على نعِْمَةٍ   

"Hopefully what is going through Amirul 

Mukminin's mind is a good thing, 

because we see as if he is thanking Allah 

for the bounty that has been given to 

him." 

 The context of this speech took 

place in Baghdad, moving between the 

victim's house and Harun al-Rashid's 

palace during the night and morning of 

the theft, the victim's escape, and the 

arrest of the thief. The direct oral 

communication between the victim, the 

ruler, and the troops took place in tones 

ranging from tense to relieved, using 

classical Arabic according to the social 

and cultural norms of the time. The 

utterance سى ع أن ٌنُن مب خطش بببه أمٍش  

 means locutionarily "May theاىمؤمىٍه خٍشاً 

thought of Amirul Mukminin be a good 

thing," containing positive expectations 

and observations of the ruler's actions. 

Illocutionarily, it functions as a request 

for the leader's intentions to be good, 

showing both trust and hope. 

Perlocutionarily, it calms the atmosphere 

and fosters optimism that the ruler's 

decision is full of wisdom. This speech is 

direct and literal, including directive 

illocutionary speech acts in the form of 

requests that invite support for Amirul 

Mukminin's good intentions. 

c. Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in the Form of Invitation 

From the analysis, there are eight 

speech data that function to invite. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of invitation with data number 

four. 

كيف سُرُورُكَ مَعَ مَا أنَْتَ فِيوِ مِنْ قِلَّةِ الرَّبْحِ، وكََثرةَِ 
لأىوال؟الأتعاب وا  

"How can you be happy in the midst of 

hardship and hard work?" 

The context of this utterance occurs in 

the open air while the king is hunting and 

having an informal conversation with the 

sheepherder, showing mutual respect 

despite the different statuses. The 

utterance يف ك سُشَُسُكَ   ... locutionary 

means "How can you be happy with little 

profit and much hardship?" This sentence 

is an explicit question from the king who 

invites the shepherd to reflect and explain 
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the source of his happiness. 

Illocutionarily, the speech functions as an 

invitation to dialog and explore the 

meaning of happiness in simplicity. 

Perlocutionarily, it encourages the 

shepherd to open his worldview and 

arouses the listener's curiosity. This 

speech is direct and literal because the 

meaning is according to the words and is 

said explicitly, including directive 

illocutionary speech acts in the form of 

an invitation to dialogue. 

d. Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in the Form of Advice 

From the analysis, there are 

thirteen speech data that function to 

advise. The following is one example of 

the function of directive illocutionary 

speech acts in the form of advice with 

data number five. 

أمََا سُرُوريِ أيَها الملكُ فَ هُوَ بتتميمي جميع واجباتي، 
، وَبَذلِ قصاراي فِ وَإِعْطاَئِي كُلا مَا لَوُ عَلَيَّ 

إسعادي مَنْ حَوَالَي: وَأمََا ريِِحي فَ هُوَ بقَِدْرِ ربحك إِذْ 
إِنَّكَ تَرعَى الأمَُمَ ، وَأنََا أرَْعَى الغَنَمَ، وكَُلُّ مَنَا، إِنَّ 

 أَحْسَنَ، فَ لَوُ النَّعِيمِ، وَإِنْ أَسَاء فَ لَوُ الَجحِيمِ.
"My happiness, O king, comes from 

accomplishing all the tasks that are my 

duty, as well as giving my best for the 

happiness of those around me. Whereas 

my sorrow is in proportion to your gain, 

for you take care of the people, while I 

take care of the sheep. If we both try our 

best, then we will have happiness; but if 

we do wrong, we will face the 

consequences." 

                               

                                        

                                   

                                       

                                              

 locutionally means "My ...سُشَُسِي أٌٍَب اىميلُ 

happiness comes from carrying out my 

duties, giving the rightful rights, and 

making people happy, while my sadness 

is proportional to your gain as the leader 

of the people." Illocutionarily, the speech 

functions as wise advice that emphasizes 

responsibility and moral justice for all, 

regardless of position. It reminds that 

happiness and suffering depend on one's 

charity and duty compliance. 

Perlocutionarily, the speech raises 

awareness of divine justice and the 

balance of power and duty. This speech is 

direct and literal because it is said 

explicitly and the meaning is according to 

the words, including directive 

illocutionary speech acts in the form of 

advice that invites to carry out 

responsibilities sincerely. 

e. Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in the Form of Criticism 

From the analysis, there are two 

speech data that function to satirize. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of criticism with data number 

eighteen. 

اَ تفُيدُكَ الأخوهُ   لا تفيدك الفُتُوهُ وَإِنََّّ
"Your strength and courage won't do you 

much good, what really helps you is 

friendship." 

The context of this speech occurs 

in the wild between a lion and a mouse in 

a fable dialog that teaches the value of 

friendship and helping. The utterance لا  

إِوَّمَب تفٍُذكَُ الأخُي  ََ  locutionallyتفٍذك اىفتُُُيُ 

means "Your courage is of little use, 

what helps you is friendship." 

Illocutionarily, this speech functions as 

an implicit criticism that emphasizes the 

importance of cooperation over mere 

strength. It means to realize that relying 

on courage is not enough, but solidarity is 

the main thing. Perlocutionarily, it 

motivates the listener to value friendship 

and cooperation. This speech is direct 

and literal because the meaning is 

according to the words without majas, 
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including directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of criticism that 

insinuates to give moral lessons. 

From the analysis, there are three 

speech data that function to threaten. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of criticism with data number 

nine. 

يَخسارة ... من لي بَلذي قد أتلف ىذه 
!الشجرة، فأجازيو على فعلو شر الجزاء  

"What a pity... whoever has damaged this 

tree, I will punish him severely!" 

 The speaking context of this 

utterance occurs in a family environment 

when the father finds the vandalized tree 

in the yard and speaks sternly and 

seriously to his son, George, using formal 

Arabic. The utterance ٌبخسبسة   ... 

locutionarily means "Really dear... 

whoever damaged this tree, punish him 

severely." Illocutionarily, the utterance 

functions as a harsh criticism and threat 

to emphasize disappointment and create a 

deterrent effect. Perlocutionarily, it 

creates tension, fear, and awareness of 

the responsibility of protecting family 

property. This speech is direct and literal 

because the meaning is according to the 

words without figures of speech, 

including directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of criticism which 

functions to threaten in order to enforce 

discipline and justice. 

From the analysis, there are two 

speech acts that function to anger. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of criticism with data number 

twenty-four. 

أخرج يَ أبي ذي بَلعجل لانها كما ترى سقيمة 
ليمة  أخافُ مِنْ أنْ تُ فْسِدَ السَّ

"Father, take that fruit out immediately! 

Because as you can see, it's already 

spoiled, I'm afraid the good fruit will be 

spoiled by it." 

The context of this utterance takes 

place in the house of a rich father when 

his son is agitated discussing the parable 

of the rotten orange as a symbol of the 

bad influence of friends. The utterance 

أخرج ٌب أبً ري ببىعجو  ... locutionally means 

"Father, remove the rotten orange 

immediately for fear of ruining the 

healthy one." Illocutionarily, the child 

criticizes and demands quick action in a 

firm and worried tone to prevent further 

damage. It emphasizes the urgency of 

acting in a timely manner to preserve 

morals and the environment. 

Perlocutionarily, the father is expected to 

act immediately and realize the 

importance of preventive action. This 

speech is direct and literal because it is an 

explicit command without figures of 

speech, including directive illocutionary 

speech acts in the form of a firm request 

to remove the rotten oranges immediately. 

f. Function of Directive Illocutionary 

Acts in the Form of Prohibition 

From the analysis, there are two 

speech data that function to prohibit. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of prohibition with data number 

sixteen. 

 لا تخف، نجوت من القوم الظالميْ
"Do not fear, you have been saved from 

the wrongdoers." 

The context of this speech took place in 

Baghdad, in the victim's house and Harun 

al-Rashid's house, when the theft, the 

victim's escape, and the arrest of the thief 

took place. The direct communication 

between the victim and the ruler using 

classical Arabic, from an atmosphere of 

tension to relief and gratitude, reflects the 

https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2


 

 

1201 Ratu Anti Salimah
1
, Rohanda

2
, Siti Muslikah

3
 

Vol 8, No 2 (2025): ESTEEM 

DIRECTIVE ILLOCUTIONARY SPEECH ACTS IN THE BOOK 

OF BAHRUL ADAB (PRAGMATICS STUDY) 

 

vigilance and wisdom of the ruler in 

upholding justice. The utterance لا تخف،  

 locutionarily meansوجُث مه اىقًُ اىظبىمٍه 

"Don't be afraid, you have been saved 

from the wrongdoers," functioning as a 

prohibition for the listener not to be 

afraid as well as providing peace and 

security. Illocutionarily, this speech tells 

the listener to feel calm and confident 

that the situation is under control. 

Perlocutionarily, it reduces fear and 

raises optimism. This speech is direct and 

literal because the meaning is according 

to the words without figures of speech, 

including directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of prohibitions that calm 

and motivate a sense of security. 

 From the analysis, there is one 

speech data that functions to prevent. The 

following is one example of the function 

of directive illocutionary speech acts in 

the form of prohibition with data number 

twenty-eight. 

بِيلِ ، فاَذْىَبْ  ليس ىذا القَصْرُ مَأْوَى لِأبَْ نَاء السَّ
 وَانْظرُُ لَكَ مَبِيتاً غيره

"This palace is not a place for travelers to 

spend the night. Go and find another 

place to spend the night." 

 The context of this speech takes 

place in a large Persian palace at sunset, 

between the owner of the palace trying to 

drive away a wandering dervish, using 

formal classical language. The utterance 

يس ل ٌزا اىقصش  ... locutionarily means 

"This palace is not a place for street 

children to spend the night, so look 

elsewhere," which is a refusal and an 

order for the dervish to leave. 

Illocutionarily, it functions as a 

prohibition and prevention so that the 

dervish does not stay or disturb. 

Perlocutionarily, it creates a sense of 

unwelcome and encourages the dervish to 

look elsewhere, as well as causing 

disappointment. This utterance is direct 

and literal, with the meaning according to 

the words without figures of speech, 

including directive illocutionary speech 

acts in the form of prohibitions that 

prevent someone's presence in the place. 

5. CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the problem formulation 

and the results of the analysis regarding 

the forms and functions of directive 

illocutionary speech acts in Kitab Bahrul 

Adab, it can be concluded that there are 

six forms of directive speech acts found 

in the text, namely commands, requests, 

invitations, advice, criticism, and 

prohibitions. Among these, the command 

form is the most frequently used, 

appearing in fifteen utterances. In total, 

all six forms account for fifty directive 

speech acts. In terms of function, the 

directive illocutionary speech acts in 

Kitab Bahrul Adab serve various 

communicative purposes, including 

commanding, ordering, instructing, 

requesting, expecting, inviting, advising, 

insinuating, threatening, and expressing 

anger. These functions also comprise a 

total of fifty utterances. 

As a recommendation for future 

research, it is suggested that further 

studies explore not only directive 

illocutionary acts but also other types of 

illocutionary speech acts in classical 

Islamic texts. Such investigations would 

contribute to a more comprehensive 

understanding of the pragmatic 

dimensions of classical literature and 

offer deeper insights into the moral, 

social, and cultural values embedded 

within these traditional works. 
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