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' Literary works often serve as mirrors reflecting the socio-political dynamics within
25 July 2025 a society, making them fertile ground for analysis through the lens of the sociology
. of literature. Marxist theory, in particular, offers a critical framework for
Published : .. . . -
examining the social structures and power relations embedded in literary texts. One
29 July 2025 prominent example is Najib Kailani, whose writings especially the novel

Hamamahus Salaam are deeply influenced by his socio-cultural background and
educational exposure, manifesting in narratives of resistance and social critique.
This study adopts a descriptive-analytic approach, gathering data in the form of
linguistic expressions, including words, phrases, sentences, and dialogues, to
interrogate the presence of class conflict and proletarian resistance within the novel.
The analysis reveals key indicators of class struggle, primarily stemming from: (1)
systemic exploitation and oppression, (2) the emergence of social consciousness
among the marginalized, and (3) the complicity of ideological state apparatuses or
superstructures. The manifestations of resistance identified in the text include: (1)
the development of proletarian class awareness, (2) collective defiance against
oppressive forces, (3) acts of repressive sabotage, (4) the strategic formation of
resistance groups, and (5) direct confrontational actions, including threats of
violence. Through these elements, the novel articulates a potent critique of class-
based injustices and advocates for collective agency among the oppressed.
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1. INTRODUCTION of events experienced by the author

In the process of literary creation,
many works draw upon depictions of
social life. Literature consistently offers
perspectives on values and norms while
adhering to moral principles. As such,
literary works often provide new
knowledge or insights for their readers,
serving as an important foundation for
how literature can be used as a reference
in navigating social life (Fitriani, 2022;
Rosenblatt, 2018; Fitria, 2024). Literature
may also take the form of a reimagining

during their lifetime, or be based on the
author's  sensory  experiences and
imagination. One author who uses
literature as a form of resistance against
social realities is Najib Kailani. He is a
well-known Egyptian writer who has
devoted himself to the literary world by
publishing  various literary  works,
including poetry, novels, and academic
writings.

Najib bin Ibrahim bin Abdul Latif
Kailani, more commonly known as Najib
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Kailani, was born on June 1, 1931, in the
village of Sharsheba in Egypt’s western
province. His formative years coincided
with a period of global instability,
particularly during the outbreak of World
War 1l when he was just eight years old.
From a young age, Kailani exhibited a
strong inclination toward literature and
later pursued higher education. He
became widely recognized for his prolific
literary output and was often referred to
as a da‘i or missionary through his
fiction. However, his engagement with
literature particularly his commitment to
justice, resistance, and humanitarian
values frequently attracted state criticism,
leading to periods of imprisonment.

One of his significant works,
Hamamah Salaam (1984), was published
during a political transition in Egypt,
following President Anwar Sadat’s
assassination in 1981 and Hosni
Mubarak’s ascent to power. Kailani’s
opposition to despotism is clearly
articulated in his literary narratives,
which often function as vehicles for
sociopolitical critique. His literature
reflects the collective struggles of the
marginalized and serves as a tool for
resistance against social injustice and
authoritarianism, consistent with what
Wahyuni  (2018) suggests: literature
under a Marxist lens becomes a site of
ideological struggle and reflection of
material realities.

According to Freire (2020),
systemic oppression by the ruling class
generally suppresses resistance among
the oppressed. However, in contrast to
this tendency, the proletariat when faced
with  intensified  exploitation  and
economic deterioration begins to develop
a critical awareness of their conditions
(Allman, 2019; Cohen et al., 2023; Jaya

et al.,, 2025). This class consciousness
becomes the foundation for organized
resistance, fostering resilience and
eventual revolt. Marx emphasizes that
such conflict is rooted in the antagonism
between the bourgeoisie, who control the
means of production, and the proletariat,
who are alienated from it (Mardizal et al.,
2024). This material contradiction
inevitably gives rise to various social
tensions, including economic, political,
and even religious conflicts (Hendriwani,
2020; Oktaviani & Chan, 2023; Fadilah
et al., 2023).

In Hamamah Salaam, Kailani
illustrates this dichotomy through the
oppression inflicted by Abdul Wadud, a
wealthy landowner who imposes unjust
policies on peasant laborers. He increases
plantation rental fees to compensate for
declining agricultural vyields, thereby
exacerbating the financial burden on
already impoverished workers. This
scenario  typifies the exploitative
relationship between the bourgeoisie and
proletariat, reinforcing the persistence of
class conflict as theorized by Marx. The
laborers’  suffering and  eventual
resistance rooted in shared oppression
become the focal points of the novel.

Hence, this study explores the
manifestation of class conflict and the
forms of proletarian resistance within
Hamamah Salaam, using Marxist literary
sociology as its analytical framework.
The research aims to uncover how
literature can serve as a medium for
ideological resistance, echoing Garrard
(2020) that literature has the capacity to
depict total social reality and reveal class
struggles embedded in everyday life.

Based on the background of the
research problem as formulated as
follows :
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1) How is class conflict portrayed in the
Novel Hamamah Salaam?

2) What forms of resistance are carried
out by the proletariat against the
bourgeoisie in the Novel Hamamah
Salaam?

Research Objective:

Based on the research problem, the
aim of this study is to:

3) To identify how class conflict is
portrayed in the novel Hamamah
Salaam.

4) To examine the various forms of
resistance carried out by the
proletariat against the bourgeoisie
in the novel Hamamah Salaam

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In conducting this research, several
previous studies have been identified that
bear similarities to the present
investigation. First, a study by Rike
Ardila (Rike Ardila, 2024) entitled
Analisis Tokoh Dan Penokohan Dalam
Novel Merpati Ladang Kapas Karya
Najib  El-Kailani  dengan  Kajian
Strukturalisme Genetik focuses on the
genetic structuralist analysis of characters,
offering insights into the roles and traits
of the characters within the narrative.
Second, a study by (Furqon, 2022)
centers on the proletarian struggle
depicted in the novel Alkarnak. This
research contributes to the development
and understanding of how Marxist theory
can serve as an analytical framework in
literary studies. Third, the study by (Syah
et al., 2025) analyzes an Arabic-language
novel that portrays resistance against
domination.  This research  further
demonstrates how literature can function
as a form of resistance.

The distinction of this study from
previous research lies in its application of
Marxist sociological theory to analyze
the novel Hamamah Salaam, which is
closely tied to the struggle of the
proletariat. As such, this research aims to
provide ~a more  comprehensive
understanding within the framework of
literary sociology, while also contributing
to the intellectual richness found in
literary works.

In conducting this research, there
have been several previous studies that
are closely related to the current research.
First, a study conducted by (Rike ardila,
2024), who analyzed Characters and
Characterization in the Novel Merpati
Ladang Kapas by Najib El-Kailani using
the framework of Genetic Structuralism.
This study focused more on the genetic
structuralism of the characters, providing
an overview of the roles and traits of the
characters in the novel. Second, a study
by Nurul Furgon (Furgon, 2022) which
focused on the struggle of the proletarian
class in the novel Alkarnak. This research
contributes to the development and
understanding of how Marxist theory can
serve as an analytical tool in literary
studies. Third, the research conducted by
(Syah et al., 2025). In this study, the
author used an Arabic novel that narrates
resistance against domination. The study
also explains how literary works can
serve as a form of resistance.

The difference between this research
and previous studies lies in the use of
Marxist sociological theory to analyze
the novel Hamamah Salaam, which is
closely related to the struggle of the
proletarian class. Therefore, the presence
of this study is expected to offer a more
complex understanding in the study of
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the sociology of literature and the
intellectual richness of literary works.

In applying this sociological theory, the
researcher uses Marxist sociology.
According to Marx, the main driver of
development in society is the struggle to
fulfill each individual's material needs. In
the process of fulfilling these needs,
individuals engage in social relationships
through the production of material
necessities. Marx argues that literature,
from a sociological perspective, is a
secondary implementation of the material
activity of its author (Van, 2020;
Mannheim, 2019; Jaya et al., 2025a).

From this definition, it can be said
that a literary work is a material product
of an individual, based on their thoughts,
observations, and life experiences, or in
other words, a literary work is influenced
by external factors. Socially, Marxist
theory understands the form, style, and
social meaning of literature as being
bound to particular social and historical
conditions (Novenia et al., 2019;
Ambrose & Lourdusamy, 2022; Arhire,
2023).

According to Marx and Engels,
social society is formed into two
structures, namely the infrastructure or
basic structure and the superstructure.
The infrastructure society focuses on
basic needs such as food, sleep, and sex,
whereas the superstructure society
performs higher functions such as
ideology, and possesses power or class
domination in terms of economic means
of production (Hendriwani, 2020). Marx
re-emphasized that the history of society
is a history of struggle, resistance, and
class conflict. The concept of class
struggle becomes the core discussion in
the material and production relations that
overlap within society. The ownership of

capital or means of production by one
person leads to control over many others
who do not possess capital or means of
production.

It is in this sense that class conflict
arises due to the domination of the means
of production by a minority, which
causes overlapping disadvantages to the
majority who do not own the means of
production the bourgeoisie as the owners
of capital or means of production, and the
proletariat as laborers or workers who do
not possess capital (Namaziandost et al.,
2019; De Wilde et al., 2020).

According to Marx, a new class is
considered a true class when it is not only
objectively a social group with individual
interests, but also subjectively when
individuals become aware of themselves
as a class, as a distinct group in society
that possesses specific interests and is
willing to fight for them. The changes
that occur are not driven by certain
individuals but by social classes that are
conscious and willing to struggle. A
distinctive feature of the capitalist is the
division into the upper class or owners of
capital or means of production, and the
lower class, those without capital or
laborers. The lower class is a class that
must submit to the power of the upper
class. The upper class benefits from this
social stratification in that they do not
need to work like the lower class, while
the lower class must continuously work
and is forced to work due to limited
access to the means of production and
because they are employed (Hendriwani,
2020).

Resistance will not emerge on its
own. The proletariat must develop “class
consciousness,” that is, a collective
awareness that they are an oppressed
class and share common interests in

THE FORM OF PROLETARIAN RESISTANCE IN THE NOVEL
HAMAMAH SALAAM BY NAJIB KAILANI (A MARXIST LITERARY
SOCIOLOGY APPROACH)


https://jurnal.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/index.php/esteem?msclkid=225fa518c3a011eca85096ed11f39bf2

Asep Nurkholis®, Dedi Supriadi?, Yadi Mardiansyah®

Vol 8, No 2 (2025): ESTEEM

resisting exploitation. This consciousness
is essential for transforming individual
dissatisfaction into collective action.
Marxist forms of resistance can vary,
ranging from organized to spontaneous,
and evolve in accordance with the level
of consciousness and the objective
conditions of society. Some forms of
resistance that can be carried out include:
Economic Struggles, among them strikes
and sabotage.

Strikes are the most fundamental
form of resistance in which workers
collectively refuse to work in order to
demand higher wages, better working
conditions, or other rights (Taqwiem &
Alfianti, 2019). Sabotage: Acts of
damaging the means of production or
work processes to hinder production and
pressure the capitalists. This is often
carried out as a form of silent or
underground resistance.
Ideological/Cultural Struggle: Spreading
Class Consciousness: Educating workers
about their position in the capitalist
system, the exploitation they experience,

and the potential of their collective power.

This can be done through publications,
discussions, or educational organizations
(Archintya & Mediawati, 2024; Al Awlagi &
Ghozali, 2023; Anjani, 2023).

Critigue of Dominant Ideology:
Revealing and dismantling the illusions
created by the ruling class (e.g.,
meritocracy, extreme individualism) that
serve to maintain the status quo and
justify inequality (Ahnaz, 2023). Political
Struggle can be carried out through
demonstrations and Mass Protests. Direct
Action: Demonstrations are collective
actions on the streets to show mass power
and demand policy or system changes.
Direct Action: Actions that may involve
factory occupations, road blockades, or

other forms aimed at disrupting the
capitalist system. Social Revolution: The
peak of political resistance, in which the
proletariat  collectively  overthrows
bourgeois power and establishes a new
societal order (Patty & Noija, 2023;
Ntumba et al., 2023).

3. METHODS

The method employed in this study is a
descriptive-analytical method, which
involves interpretation and analysis of the
object under study and presenting the
findings in a descriptive form(Ratna,
2011). Qualitative research refers to
research whose findings are not obtained
through statistical procedures or other
forms of quantification (Gunawan, 2013).
This study falls under the category of
library research and is presented
descriptively, focusing on the analysis of
forms of proletarian resistance in the
novel Hamamah Salaam by Najib
Kailani through a Marxist sociological
literary approach. It discusses how class
conflict and proletarian resistance are
reflected in social reality. The data
presented consists of words, phrases,
sentences, or paragraphs, including
dialogues found in the novel Hamamah
Salaam by Najib Kailani.

The primary data source in this
study is a novel by Najib Kailani entitled
Hamamahus Salaam. The supporting or
secondary data source that complements
this research is the translated version of
the novel Hamamahus Salaam, titled
Merpati Ladang Kapas, translated by
Nurul Huda SA and M. Faisal Fatawi.
The data collection technique used in this
study is the observation method
(SIMAK), which involves observing
words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, as
well as dialogues found in the novel
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Hamamahus Salaam by Najib Kailani.
Following the observation, a note-taking
technique is applied to record the data
identified in the data source. Based on the
observations, the researcher selects parts
that are relevant to the research topic.
The next step involves categorizing the
selected parts that interpret forms of
social conflict presented in the novel.
These categorized sections are then
analyzed wusing the theory of the
sociology of literature, with a focus on
the concept of social conflict.
Subsequently, the researcher interprets
the results of the analysis based on
theoretical concepts related to forms of
social conflict, including both individual
and social facts. In the final stage, the
researcher draws conclusions from the
analysis. This phase involves interpreting
the presented data by linking it to the
theoretical framework and the research
questions in order to test the findings and
derive conclusions that are valid and
relevant to the research objectives
(Rohanda, 2016;).

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The concept of resistance in
Marxism is rooted in class conflict. Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels, the primary
thinkers of Marxism, argue that the
history of society has always been
marked by struggles between opposing
social classes. In capitalist societies, the
main conflict occurs between the
bourgeoisie (owners of the means of
production) and the proletariat (the
working class/laborers). In this study,
data were obtained that represent class
conflict and forms of resistance as
follows:

No

Class Conflict

1. Exploitation

Page 4 Paragraph 1
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2. Class Consciousness

Page 61 Paragraph 1

¢Sl i saaall 5 mm Jsp s epedlall sy anally Ll s
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3. the alignment of the superstructure with the bourgeoisie

Page 20 Paragraph 2
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Table 1. Result of Conflict Class

No

Form of resistance

1.. Class consiuness
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Table 1 presents a form of

Page42 Paragraph 1 exploitation and oppression carried out
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coercion and extracts excessive profit by
raising the rental fees, which the tenant
farmers are unable to afford due to the

3. Collective rejection

significant decline in agricultural yields

, | Page3es Paragraph 1 at the time. Abdul Wadud also makes
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3. Superstructure bias

Table 1 number 3 and number 4
depicts the government's alignment with
the bourgeois class, as evidenced by the
arrest of tenant farmers who had become
aware of their oppression and began to
resist Abdul Wadud. At that time, the
tenant farmers held little power, whereas
Abdul Wadud possessed the authority to
issue directives to the government and its
apparatus. The police, acting under this
influence, responded repressively toward
the farmers through acts of torture,
starvation, and other forms of oppression
without justifiable cause. Clearly, these
actions were carried out under the orders
of Abdul Wadud, the landlord.

4.2 Forms of Resistance

1. Class consiusness

Table 2 number 1 presents a form of
exploitation and oppression carried out
by Abdul Wadud, who represents the
landlord or bourgeois class. He imposes
coercion and extracts excessive profit by
raising the rental fees, which the tenant
farmers are unable to afford due to the
significant decline in agricultural yields
at the time. Abdul Wadud also makes
unilateral decisions, resulting in social
inequality and injustice. These actions
contribute to poverty by weakening the
economic power of the tenant farmers.

Data No. 2 in the same table
reinforces the proletariat’s growing
consciousness through the actions of
Sarhan and Abdul Fattah, who actively
resisted during the turmoil that occurred
in the mosque during Jalaluddin’s Friday
sermon. As a result of this upheaval,
Jalaluddin was arrested by the police.

2. ldeology

In Table 2, number 3 under the
category of forms of resistance describes
an ideological resistance carried out by
the tenant farmers, initiated by an Islamic
preacher  named  Jalaluddin.  He
condemned all forms of injustice
committed for personal gain, using
religious teachings to frame Abdul
Wadud’s actions as acts of oppression
and moral wrong doing. Through his
sermons,  Jalaluddin  offered  the
community a new understanding of the
exploitation they were facing.

Ideological resistance was also
demonstrated by Abdul Bagi, as noted in
the data. Known as a Sufi who typically
remained silent and engaged in solitary
meditation, he eventually took a stand by
confronting Abdul Wadud. He sought to
awaken Abdul Wadud’s conscience while
also educating the tenant farmers,
asserting that exploitation and coercion
are forms of unjust treatment and must be
resisted. Acts of oppression and
exploitation are not teachings of Islam
and, therefore, will ultimately receive
appropriate retribution.

3. Collective rejection

Table 2, Entry No. 3 illustrates how
resistance  progressed  from  mere
awareness to the courage to openly reject
oppression. This is reflected in the
moment when Abdul Wadud attempted
to force the tenant farmers to agree to an
increased rent for their farmland. The
farmers firmly refused the proposal,
despite being fully aware of the potential
consequences, including the wrath of
Abdul Wadud, the landlord.

4. Reepressive Sabotage

Table 2, number 4 presents an
intensified and escalated form of
resistance. The proletarian class engaged
in repressive sabotage against the
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plantation owned by Abdul Wadud by
destroying several hectares of farmland
and stealing livestock belonging to him.

5. Formation of a Group

Table 2, Number 5 illustrates how
the resistance carried out by the tenant
farmers became increasingly massive and
intense with the formation of a resistance
group consisting of civil society members,
left leaning individuals, and the village
youth who had become aware of and
committed to the cause. As the resistance
gained momentum and strength, Abdul
Wadud and his family began to feel
anxious and unsettled by the growing
opposition.

6. Direct Action

Table 2, number 6 depicts the
relentless resistance against  Abdul
Wadud, who remained adamant in
enforcing the increased rental fees,
severely impacting the tenant farmers.
The resistance escalated to the level of
death threats, as reflected in the attack on
Abdul Wadud’s house, which was pelted
with stones, along with covert threats of
assassination.

Discussion

The findings of this study demonstrate
that Hamamahus Salaam by Najib Kailani
serves as a powerful literary representation of
class struggle, aligning closely with Marxist
theory. Coedes and Damais (2019) argued
that the history of society is marked by
continuous conflict between opposing social
classes, particularly between the bourgeoisie,
who control the means of production, and the
proletariat, who are exploited for their labor.
In the novel, Abdul Wadud symbolizes the
bourgeois class, exploiting tenant farmers
through oppressive rent practices and
unilateral  decisions, thereby deepening
poverty and social injustice. This mirrors
Marx's concept of exploitation and alienation
within capitalist systems (Allman, 2019).

The novel also highlights the role of
the state as part of the superstructure,
reinforcing bourgeois power. This is evident
through the repressive actions of police and
government officials, who arrest and
intimidate tenant farmers and dissenting
voices like Jalaluddin. Such alignment
reflects Sember et al. (2020) view of state
apparatuses functioning ideologically and
repressively to preserve class dominance.
Resistance within the novel evolves from
growing class consciousness to organized
collective actions. Initially, farmers begin to
question their conditions during religious
gatherings, illustrating idea of ideological
struggle and counter-hegemony (Wijaya et
al., 2025; Sabbila, 2022; Khusniyah, 2025).

Jalaluddin and Sheikh Abdul Bagi lead
ideological resistance by using religious
discourse to expose injustice and awaken
critical awareness among the oppressed,
reflecting  Freire  (2020) concept of
conscientization. As resistance intensifies,
acts of sabotage, group formation, and direct
threats emerge, culminating in a radical
response to prolonged oppression. This
escalation aligns with the Marxist notion that
systemic exploitation inevitably breeds
revolutionary action.

Ultimately, the novel portrays
literature not only as a reflection of social
reality but also as a medium of resistance and
transformation. Umiyati (2020) assertion that
literature is both a mirror of society and a
force capable of influencing it. The narrative
of Hamamahus Salaam thus underscores the
socio-political  role of literature in
confronting injustice and advocating for
change.

5. CONCLUSION

Based on the study entitled Forms of
Proletarian  Resistance in the Novel
Hamamah Salaam by Najib El-Kailani, a
total of 13 data points were identified and
categorized into two major aspects: class
conflict (comprising 4 data points) and
various forms of resistance (comprising 9
data points). The analysis revealed that class
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conflict in the novel stems from three
primary factors: (1) systemic exploitation, (2)
the emergence of class awareness among the
working class, and (3) the superstructure’s
alignment in favor of the bourgeoisie. These
conditions collectively sparked resistance
from the proletariat. The research also
identified six distinct forms of proletarian
resistance, namely: (1) the development of
class  consciousness, (2) ideological
opposition, (3) organized collective dissent,
(4) acts of sabotage, (5) the establishment of
resistance groups, and (6) direct repressive
actions.
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